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but advised him to use his judgment in borrowing freely from those of
other Churches, if, after careful examination, he found anything in them
that was better. His assumption of the title servus servorum Dei was in
keeping with the moderation with which he exerted his sway, and
represented a genuine ambition to rule as one who served the Church.
At the same time, there was policy in such humility. The Churches of
the West could profit by the salutary contrast between their patriarch's
pride in service and the jealous obstinacy of Constantinople. With
similar motives he rejected the title of universal bishop, with which Leo
the Great had been acclaimed at Chalcedon, arguing that the appropria-
tion of this title to a single prelate detracted from the honour of the
episcopate of the universal Church. That honour was his own; its virtue
lay in the collective strength of his brethren, and to isolate him from
them was to endanger the unity and charity which he sought to maintain
in the Church.

The position which Gregory secured for the Roman Church by his
prudence and moderation was strengthened by the rigid orthodoxy of its
pontiffs, as opposed to the heresies which from time to time appeared in
the East and gradually alienated it from communion with the Churches
of the West.  Further, their readiness to sanction missionary enterprise
among the heathen tribes of Europe was a valuable evidence to their fitness
to fill the post of guardians of the central fount of episcopal jurisdiction.
The relations which Boniface, during his apostolate in Germany, estab-
lished with Gregory II, Gregory III, and Zacharias placed his mission
under the direct patronage of Rome.  If, face to face with his converts
and the problems arising from such contact, he occasionally found it
expedient to take a line of his own, this did not affect his conviction that
the approval of the Roman see was necessary to the validity of his work.
While Christianity made its way in Northern  Europe under papal
auspices, the political tie between Rome and the Prankish rulers was
cemented. The legation of Boniface was an important link in the chain of
events which led to the revival of the Western Empire and the bestowal
of the temporal crown upon Charles the Great as the reward and earnest
of his defence of the spiritual power. With all his confidence in the
theocratic character of his monarchy, Charles asserted the absolute obedi-
ence due in spiritual matters to the see of Peter.  Rome was the mother
of the priestly dignity, and consequently the mistress of ecclesiastical
order; her commands, even when they laid a heavy tax upon human
endurance, should be piously obeyed.

The authority thus ascribed to Home by the first Prankish Emperor
was enhanced, within no long time of his death, by the appearance of the
False Decretals. It is now generally conceded that this compilation had
its origin in the Prankish realm, and that its object was to limit the
absolutism of local metropolitans by exalting the prerogative of the papal
see; Its authors had in view a danger which was near at hand, and aimed